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  This study is based on research performed in 2006 by Laura Argys, Daniel Rees, 
Susan Averett, and Benjama Witoonchart. The 2006 study investigated relationship 
between the birth order and an adolescent’s likelihood of engaging in certain risky 
behaviors. For the purpose of this study these behaviors include things like drug use, 
sexual activity and violent or antisocial offenses. The initial study found a trend 
implicating that adolescents with older siblings more likely to engage in certain risky 
behaviors than adolescents who did not have older siblings (eldest and only children). 
The Argys, et al. study used data collected from the first round of the National 
Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY) ’97, using responses from 9,000 participants aged 
12- 17 years. The present study seeks to determine if this trend persists in the population 
as the participants age. Data was taken from the year 2000 of the NLSY ‘97 when the 
participants are 15-20 years of age. Responses were collected from 8,150 participants. An 
independent samples t-test was used to compare the average rates of engagement among 
boys and girls with and without older siblings between the two years. A chi squared test 
for independence was performed to identify the relatedness of the two samples. 
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  This  study  re‐affirms  the  findings of a study performed by Argys, Rees, 
Averett, & Witoonchart in which the researchers used birth order to determine at 
risk  groups  among  adolescents.  The  2006  study  produced  highly  significant 
results;  












































































































































































cigarettes  .439  .457  N/A  .398  .399  N/A 
Smoked last 30 




.523  .525  .522  .593  .635  .560 
Drank Alcohol 




.114  .116  .113  .714  .672  .746 
Ever had sexual 
intercourse  .368  .371  .365  .581  .610  .560 
Sexually active in 




.797  .799  .796  .709  .714  .706 
Ever assaulted 
someone  .222  .223  .220  .084  .088  .082 
Ever destroyed 
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